request a hearing. Receive my remarks as coming from one
whose principles are in entire accord with your Lordship's,
whose wishes have the same scope and purport, and who,
while he offers his honest opinion, submits it with proper
humility to your judgment.
The founders of the English Church did not intend that
the sermon should invariably form a part of the Sunday
services. It became so in condescension to the Puritans, of
whom it has long been the fashion to speak with respect,
instead of holding them up to the contempt and infamy and
abhorrence which they have so richly merited. They have
been extolled by their descendants and successors as models
of patriotism and piety; and the success with which this de-
lusion has been practised is one of the most remarkable ex-
amples of what may be effected by dint of effrontery and
persevering falsehood.
That sentence I am certain will not be disapproved at
Fulham or Lambeth. Dr. Southey, or Dr. Phillpotts, might
have written it.
The general standard of the Clergy has undoubtedly been
very much raised since the days when they were not allowed
to preach without a licence for that purpose from the Ordi-
nary. Nevertheless it is certain that many persons who are
in other, and more material respects well, or even excel-
lently, qualified for the ministerial functions, may be want-
ing in the qualifications for a preacher. A man may possess
great learning, sound principles and good sense, and yet be
without the talent of arranging and expressing his thoughts
well in a written discourse: he may want the power of fixing
the attention, or reaching the hearts of his hearers; and in
that case the discourse, as some old writer has said in serious
jest, which was designed for edification turns to Edification.
The evil was less in Addison's days, when he who distrusted
his own abilities availed himself of the compositions of some
approved Divine, and was not disparaged in the opinion of
his congregation by taking a printed volume into the pulpit.
This is no longer practised; but instead of this, which se-
cured wholesome instruction to the people, sermons are
manufactured for sale, and sold in manuscript, or printed
in a cursive type imitating manuscript. The articles which
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